
 

 

 

 

With a talk by author William Edmundson 
 
 

The first book-length biography of John Thomas North (1842-1896), known as 'Colonel North' in 
Britain and throughout the world as 'The Nitrate King,' this book utilizes sources in Britain and Chile 
and traces North's spectacular life from a mechanic in Leeds through his thirteen years in Peru and 

Chile culminating in his status as one of the richest and best-known men of his generation.  
 

 

 

Please RSVP to Chloe Pieters at chloe.pieters@sas.ac.uk 

 

Kindly sponsored by the Chilean Embassy in London 

The Institute for the Study of the Americas cordially invites you to attend the 

launch of ISA publication The Nitrate King: A Biography of ‘Colonel’ John 

Thomas North, by William Edmundson 

Monday 13th February 2012 

17:30 – 19:00 

Room 264 

Second floor, Senate House 

Malet Street 

London WC1E 7HU 

 

The Nitrate King has been nominated for the PROSE 

Award 2011 – The American Publishers Awards for 

Professional and Scholarly Excellence. 
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